
The Death of Craig Martin Tessier 
 

Craig Martin Tessier of Smallwood New York died on Sunday February 22, 2015 in a Hospice at Canon 
City, Colorado.  He died of Lou Gehrig’s Disease (ALS – amyotrophic lateral sclerosis).  ALS is a very rare 
neurological disease that is named after the famous baseball player Lou Gehrig.  Mr. Gehrig began to 
notice that he could not lift the bat as well, or hit the ball, and was eventually diagnosed with ALS.  If you 
have not seen the inspiring story of his life, it is definitely worth watching. 
 
Craig died in his beloved Colorado Rockies where he spent his last years.  He created landscape gardens 
in Colorado and New York.  He hiked the entire Appalachian Trail one summer and loved the outdoors.  
He was a Christian and in the last seven years found peace and solace in his faith.  He knew death was 
coming and faced it with grace and faith in his Savior. 
 
He was born on July 11th 1959 in Smithtown, Long Island, New York.  He is survived by his mother 
Charlotte Tessier, his brothers Robert, Joseph and Gary, his four nephews Robert Oliver Martin and 
David and an Uncle, Aunts and Cousins. 
 
Note:  The above memorial tribute was written by his brother Bob who was able to spend a couple of 
days with him before he was taken to be with his Lord. 
 
In lieu of flowers, please make donations to the Coalition for Sexual Offense Restoration (CSOR), P.O. 
Box 27051, Denver, Colorado 80227 or on the following link: 
 
http://www.csor-home.org/donate-now/ 
 

 
Craig was convicted of a sexual offense many years ago, and was undergoing treatment at Arrowhead 
Correctional Facility when he became ill, and needed assistance from his peers in the treatment 
program to get around and write letters etc. as the disease progressed over the months.   We were 
active in encouraging the CDOC to quickly pursue a diagnosis, and in communication with his Uncle 
Martin Tessier from Texas regarding getting this diagnosis made.   
 
By the time there was a diagnosis, the disease had progressed quickly through his body.  This is a 
touching matter to me, as my father Reverend Stan Watts, became ill with Lou Gehrig’s at 36 and died 
my senior year in high school at 41 years old.  Craig’s disease moved much more quickly than my Dad’s, 
and post diagnosis, he was transferred to the CDOC Medical Facility, Colorado Territorial Correctional 
Facility, where he was able to take advantage of an infirmary setting and in his last few days, the 
facility’s licensed hospice.  I had arranged for him to be admitted to Denver Hospice, as his wish was to 
die at hospice outside of prison, but the disease moved so quickly that he did not live long enough for 
his parole hearing which was scheduled for March 11. 
 
Craig’s beautiful article “Reaching out from a Bleeding Heart”, was published by my son Mark’s prison 
ministry, The Cell Church, and is available to read on The Cell Church’s website, 
thecellchurch@yahoo.com.  The article is described as “An Exhortation and Meditation from 
Scripture…”.   If you don’t believe that God can change someone’s heart, read this article and you will 
understand that He can! 
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