
  

  

REGISTRATION IN TEXAS WITH AN INTERESTING TWIST 

  

(This story was received from RSOL (Reform Sex Offender Laws) 

It’s bad enough having to register and update your sexual offense information monthly, but in this 

case the story is worse!    Reporter Brian Knox who writes for the Wise County Messenger in 

Decatur, Texas, shares this unbelievable story. 

A man was charged with improper photography or visual recording.  He posted a $25,000 bond 

and was released.  A deputy at the sheriff’s office who was supposedly helping him through the 

registration process, told him that “nude photos would need to be taken”.  The deputy said this was 

required due to changes in the sexual offense procedures required by Texas. 

Taken to the bathroom and stripped naked, the person who was trying to register as was required, 

“was stripped naked and the deputy took several photographs from all sides before telling the 

victim he could get dressed and leave” (this is according to the affidavit). 

Trying to update his registration information a month later, the victim was told by the deputy that 

the previous photos were “defective due to a glare”, and that he needed to take more.  He drove 

the man to the department’s impound lot, and took him into the office.  The deputy and the victim 

were the only people there.  The deputy informed the victim that he believed that the State of Texas 

would require photographs of the erect penis of a person with a sex offense.  The deputy repeatedly 

asked the man if he could obtain an erection for him, which the victim declined to do.  The fourth 

time, the deputy gave up and told the man to get dressed.  These events were captured on a video 

camera in the impound office. 

Deputy Hightower was arrested, and it remains to be seen whether he will suffer any consequences 

for his behavior.  He is retiring, and it is not clear whether he will get his full pension or any 

pension.  Of course, those of us who are sometimes skeptical regarding whether persons in law 

enforcement get the same treatment the rest of us do, have our opinions! 

 


