
Just When We Thought Things Were Changing! 
 

Today was the third Friday of the month, and as such, the day each month for the Sex Offender 
Management Board (SOMB) to meet.  The SOMB Standards and Guidelines are being rewritten to be 
more in line with what the Outside Evaluators said should be happening, based on around 15 years of 
research into sexual offending issues.  For the first time in SOMB History, the offender advocates were 
allowed a vote on the committee that is doing the rewriting.  I am that vote. 
 
As you can imagine, there is always disagreement between those whose main priority is those who have 
been victimized (it is truly a priority for all of us if they only knew), and those like myself whose main 
area of endeavor and mission is the restoration of the person who offended.  The victims’ advocates 
always invite people who almost never attend the meetings, i.e. other victims’ advocates, to meetings 
were important decisions are going to be made, so that when testimony is called for, and votes are to be 
taken, they have a loud voice and commanding numbers of supporters in the room. 
 
Today, the Guidelines, which we, the voting committee and the other guests in the room, have been 
working on for a year, were presented for close to final consideration by the Board.  The lead victims’ 
advocate made sure that the number 3 Guideline, which was a “victim” guideline, was voted on and 
pushed through and that made me somewhat suspicious.  Sure enough, the next Guideline which makes 
a clear statement regarding a changed approach to the treatment for persons with an offense, 
immediately came under fire. 
 
The old Guidelines say:  There is no known cure for sexual offending; and, Sex offenders are dangerous. 
The replacement for that, produced by the current rewrite committee says: Offenders are capable of 
change.  That statement is followed by a great paragraph that talks about how important having an 
empathic therapist is, and how equally important it is to have a supervisory officer who has a firm but 
supportive approach.  Victims’ advocates, magistrates and a few others did not like the positive 
language expressed in this new Guideline. 
 
The discussion went back and forth, with Board and members of the audience sharing their thoughts on 
how the wording could be made better, or why it needed to stay essentially the way the rewrite 
committee had written it.  After several attempts to come up with language that made the victims’ 
advocates happy, much time passing, and two more agenda items still to be decided after this one, a 
vote was taken to send the language back to the rewrite committee. 
 
The Director of The Blue Bench, a victims’ advocate organization, got up and strongly berated the Board 
for even considering language supporting the persons with an offense being able to change.  She said 
she couldn’t believe the Board could talk about such a thing.  As I left the meeting, the thought went 
through my mind that perhaps we should take the two or three persons attending the meeting who had 
committed an offense outside and stone them in order to make these victims’ advocates happy.  Then I 
remembered the words of Jesus who said “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more”.  Whether 
you are reading this as a Christian or not, I hope the point is clear.  Forgiveness is a huge piece of being 
able to heal.  Victims can become survivors and yes, the way my friend Roger says it “thrives”, and 
“offenders can change!  I’ll let you know how this whole thing turns out. 
 
Susan Walker, M.A. 
Director, CSOR 
10/23/15 


