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With the scare tactics and stereotyping seen in the news lately regarding Josh Duggar, I debated 
about whether to weigh in on this, knowing that many, perhaps most people, would side with 

media folks on this issue.  After seeing this great editorial from Emily Horowitz, Ph.D., a 
featured speaker at the RSOL Conference in Dallas later in June, I decided that speaking out was 
the thing to do! 

 
The "collateral damages" spoken about in the sexual offense literature, not only for juveniles, but 

for families of those who have sexually offended, are massive.  No matter what their offense, 
many fathers cannot go see their children’s school plays, attend their sporting events, and 
sometimes are not even allowed to meet with their children, let alone live with them whether 

they ever offended against a child or not. 
 

The D.A.'s and victims' advocates will talk about the very real damages that some (not all) 
victims’ experience, and many feel that those who have committed a sexual offense should suffer 
their whole lives because of what they did.  If the truth were known, many if not most of those 

victimized do not want their father or other family member to suffer; they want them to 
acknowledge what they did.  And the recidivism rates for those who have offended and had 

treatment are extremely low from 3% - 13% according to most studies. 
 
The problem I see here is not so much how the situation was handled by his parents, because the 

consequences of being part of the criminal justice system for juveniles who way too often end up 
in their 20's and 30's in the adult system, are too great to count (see Horowitz's book called 

Protecting our Kids? How Sex Offender Laws are Failing Us).  In many ways, this method of 
handling the situation addressed everyone's needs without subjecting the young person who 
committed the offense or the young persons who were victimized to the brutality of the system. 
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