
HOUSING DISCUSSION 
CSOR Meeting 6-10-15 

 
-Introductions 
-Short Presentation by Kelly Craighead from Rocky Mountain Human Services (RMHS) 
 
Foreward: 
 
With the current lack of available and reasonable apartment housing in Denver and very little relief in 
sight, we thought it wise to dedicate our 2nd quarterly meeting this year to the housing issues 
confronting our guys and ladies coming out of CDOC as well as the many veterans who have an old 
sexual offense and have lived on the streets for years.   The outline below led our discussion, and the 
group of people present (30 – 13 community professionals, 13 family and friends, and 4 who have 
committed an offense) also had great questions and comments, as well as potential ideas for beginning 
to “fix” this problem.  I am adding the comments made at the meeting by those attending in italics 
under each section that I prepared.  

Challenges –  
 Media messages and general perceptions of public re: “stranger danger” and “predators” 
 Limits by municipalities re: how many people with a sexual offense can live at one address 
 A few municipalities with residency restrictions 
 People sent back to prison in the middle of the night and landlords not informed that person 
  is gone – don’t find out til weeks later sometimes when it is time for the next mth’s rent 
 High rents in Denver across the board, some owners selling Denver properties and buying in  
  Colorado Springs  
 Most owners driven by profit and not by their hearts 
 High cost of creating housing – i.e. buying properties, renting properties, building properties 
Attendee Thoughts and Ideas on Challenges – 
 Property owners don’t want to deal with registry listings. 
 High density of those with a sexual offense 
 General fear 
 Landlord or manager fear of liability 
 Lower property values 
 Dealing with defusing the fears of the neighbors 
 Little resource help for people who are off paper 
 In some places and in some circumstances, can’t live with another felon to bring rent down 
 
 Current Models – 
 Regular rental properties open to our population of folks 
 SLA’s or Shared Living Arrangements (THE only current proponent and operator of the SLA) 
 Christian Ministry Models such as Inside-Out (can only house one person with a sexual 
  offense because of Aurora’s limit of one person with a s.o. at one address; respite 

care beds for people coming out of Denver Health and Stout Street Clinic including those 
with sexual offense backgrounds (run by Christ Body Ministries); temporary/transitional 
beds for ten probationers with a sexual offense at the Denver Rescue Mission, parole 
beds at CrossRoads Salvation Army Shelter with “cubby” areas upstairs for those with 
jobs that can pay for them (includes some s.o. folks); Monument House and High Winds 
in Colorado Springs, which are individual small group homes etc. 

 A model we want to avoid is proposed model (don’t know whether it is still being planned or   



  not) of 300 people with sexual offense backgrounds living together in community   
  for the rest of their lives in a secluded area not connected to “regular” society and 
  under the tutelage of that community for life. 
 Community Corrections serving as housing for certain parolees until they can get a job, pay their  
  bill at Community Corrections and become stable enough to live on their own.  While 
  this option may provide some housing, it can be a difficult way to re-enter for some. 
 Attendee Thoughts and Ideas on Models 
  Send them to prison OR back to prison. 
  House in motels 
  Send to CrossRoads Shelter 
  C-Sharp (just starting) 
  MHCD – long waiting lists for those with mental health issues 
Need –  
 How much housing availability is needed on a monthly basis for those with a sexual offense 
  background coming out of CDOC? 
 What is percent coming out that can live at home or with friends until stable? 
 What is percent coming out that need either respite care or assisted living or nursing home or 
  will need it soon? 
 What percent will CDOC/parole board/parole “manage” in Community Corrections? 
Attendee Thoughts and Ideas on Needs 
 Need bonding for S.O. Population 
 Need S.O. tax credit in hand for businesses to hire 
 Need C-Sharp to get going – guarantees rent 
   
Next Steps – 

Ad hoc small group meet with Council of Govt’s to try to ascertain whether municipalities would 
 be willing to consider more than one person with s.o. designation living at one address 
 (Denver allows two at current time).   
Volunteers include:  Bob Coffey, Susan Walker, Glenice Martinez 
Ad hoc small group interested in acquiring properties to house our guys and ladies meet to 
 establish short term goals in that direction (this could be rent or purchase) 
Volunteers include:  Mary Heathman, Roger Kincade, Susan Walker 

 Ad hoc small group meet with nursing home and assisted living as well as health dep’t to 
  discuss need for housing for older adults etc. coming out of prison with s.o. designation  
 Volunteers include:  Deb Butte, Susan Walker, Terri Bachetti, Dianne 
 
Groups will report back to CSOR Director and Board via written document (e-mail is fine) and the 
group’s findings will be shared with all interested persons via the CSOR Director.  Time frame? 
 
Postlude: 
 
I have contacted Susan White at Parole, CDOC regarding the Needs Section, i.e. what we need to know 
about numbers of folks facing different challenges getting out of prison on a monthly basis.  I received 
an e-mail back saying that they would try to pull together what information they could, but couldn’t 
guarantee that they could get all of it. 
 
I will contact all group members after returning from the RSOL Conference June 24 – 28 to get things 
moving! 



 
Thanks, 
 
Susan 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 


