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Good afternoon Mr. Carroll: 

 

Well, at long last, there is something in the sexual offense arena that we are in at least partial 

agreement on. It is my opinion that Jessica's Law, in either version, makes no sense for Colorado, and 

that allowing Bill O'Reilly to bully Governor Hickenlooper and Speaker of the House Ferrandino into 

requiring that a "Democratic version" of Jessica's Law be passed is ludicrous.   I said so in front of the 

"kill committee", State Veterans and Military Affairs Committee a couple of weeks ago!  What I actually 

said was that I was flabbergasted that Democrat Mike Foote would seriously put forward such a bill, 

considering the fact that the Lifetime Act keeps people under tabs much longer than the l998 legislative 

mandate ever intended.   This happens in spite of the fact (backed by serious research) that the vast 

majority of persons with sexual offenses are low risk to reoffend once they have received 12 - 18 

months of treatment.  We currently treat them much longer than that, and the research shows that 

treating those at low risk to reoffend too long actually increases their risk of sexual offense recidivism. 

 

That the Dems would insist on the passage of a bill that will, most likely, be called Jessica's Law even 

though it isn't Jessica's Law in the purest Florida form, so that it will look as though they are just as hard 

on those with sexual offenses as the Republicans, makes no sense at all.  It is my belief that trying to 

counteract someone like Bill O'Reilly with true and common sense conversation is useless, as he does 

not want to know the truth about the incredibly strict laws Colorado already has in place.  I have tried to 

no avail to get someone to answer me via his website. 

 

The disgusting behavior your editorial mentions (i.e. "Lets be clear.  This is disgusting behavior...") is 

widespread across all socioeconomic, political, career, racial lines.  Judges, police officers, legislators, 

general white collar workers, blue collar workers, physicians, lawyers, public defenders, newspapermen 

seem to be troubled by an ages long problem, and that is offending sexually.  While there are a few 

women who are convicted of sexual offenses, the vast majority of these offenses are committed by 

men.  It is epidemic, and it is not one "disgusting" group of people who commit them. 

 

 A tiny percentage of those with sexual offenses may be in some sense "hardwired" to commit these 

offenses, and most likely represent the awful "stranger danger" offenses we hear about that are the 

precursors to such laws as Jessica's Law.  Most of these laws are BAD laws. It is interesting that programs 

like Circles of Support and Accountability  from Canada, now starting in Colorado,  has years of research-

documented success supporting and surrounding those who are at highest risk to offend. The vast 

majority who offend are family members, friends, neighbors, boyfriends, coaches, boyfriends and 

girlfriends of different age groups (i.e. teenage girls and boys/men in the 18 - 24 year old range).  Even 

teenage boys as young as ten years old are arrested for this "disgusting" behavior and put through the 

rigors of sexual offense treatment and sometimes incarceration.  Many are affected by their bout with 



the system well into adulthood, sometimes forever.  The intellectually disabled population are also 

forced to take polygraphs and to try to participate in sexual offense treatment.  They are frequently 

jailed and put in prison in spite of their inability to take polygraphs and respond to treatment in the way 

someone without these disabilities would be able to do. 

 

When I think about how we look on folks who have committed these offenses (which seems to be most 

of society), the song from the 60's comes to mind - "Everybody's got to have somebody to look down 

on", and in today's society, this group is the most looked down upon.  I am certainly not in favor of 

anyone forcing sexual activity on anyone, and mostly children.  Even disgusting behaviors, however, can 

be changed in the vast majority of cases. 

 

Here are some facts: 

 

1) Research shows that those who have been convicted of sexual offenses are most successful if they 

have 12 - 18 months of treatment and  are allowed to have stable housing and work opportunities. 

 

2) Stranger danger offenses are an extremely small percentage of the sexual offenses that we see, and 

yet the most denigrating and damaging laws, usually named after the children who were hurt or killed in 

these offenses, are created based on them.  Not only are they extremely expensive to implement, but 

much of what is called for in these laws is not correct and does not work to protect children. 

 

3)  Because those sentenced under the Lifetime Act in Colorado, if they get out of prison, will have to 

serve either 10 or 20 years of parole BEFORE they can ask to get off parole, the cost of our current 

system over the next few years will increase exponentially.  Those who are on probation (have not been 

to prison yet) are almost always sentenced to 10 years of probation, and must also attend treatment for 

that whole time and are sometimes forced to stay in treatment longer.   

 

4) Those in prison who were supposed to be able to be treated and get out of prison by their bottom 

number (see the 1998 Lifetime Act), can't get out because there are not enough resources at CDOC to 

treat them, and then once they are finally treated (there is an 8 year backlog and there are tons of 

lawsuits against CDOC for not treating), they can't meet the criteria set by the Sex Offender 

Management Board to have a support person.  Many in prison for this charge (and other charges) have 

no-one left that cares about them, and can't re-enter society without a very narrowly defined support 

person. 

 

If we really want to see this "disgusting behavior" change, the Denver Post could help by encouraging 

people who don't like to see those with sexual offenses sleeping in their cars on neighborhood streets, 



or roaming about town without jobs and housing, by encouraging the citizens of Colorado to get 

involved in the Circles of Support and Accountability Programs that are starting up around the state.  

They could also recommend that church people, club members, sports teams, professional groups check 

into being a support person, either through Circles of Support or through the individual "support 

person" program through the Colorado Department of Corrections.   

 

The DISGUSTING BEHAVIOR would decline greatly if we would take these avenues to help instead of 

continuing to look down on these folks. 

 

Thank you. 
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